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WASTE REDUCTION INITIATIVES 
Grievance 

MRS L.M. O’MALLEY (Bicton) [10.00 am]: Madam Acting Speaker, may I do my grievance from the table? 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Yes; leave is granted to come down and do your grievance from 
the table. 
Mrs L.M. O’MALLEY: My grievance today is to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Environment. 
The electorate of Bicton is fortunate to have many highly motivated and passionate people who volunteer many 
hours to the care and restoration of the local environment, in particular the Swan River, which borders two-thirds 
of the electorate of Bicton. These groups include the Bicton Environmental Action Group, Santa Maria College’s 
Eco Sisters, Millennium Kids, the Friends of Attadale Foreshore and the Swan Estuary Reserves Action Group, as 
well as many individuals, local schools and local government authorities. The area also has great significance and 
cultural relevance for the local Whadjuk people. All these groups and individuals are worried about the impact of 
waste, in particular plastic waste, on the local environment. The young people of Bicton are especially engaged in 
environmental issues and regularly voice their concerns on the state of the world that they will inherit. The young 
people in Bicton campaigning for waste reduction include local members of Millennium Kids, a non-government 
organisation empowering young people aged between 10 and 25 years to be active in and aware of the environment. 
I have been very fortunate to have met with several local Millennium Kids and listened to their ideas and initiatives, 
such as the waste-free movement. Local school communities are also actively engaged in environmental and waste 
programs, such as Palmyra Primary School’s sustainability program. It has students in over 50 leadership roles across 
their programs in waste, waterwise thinking, energy and recycling, and an extensive kitchen garden program. 
I have had many conversations with my constituents on environmental matters since becoming the member for 
Bicton. Waste and the challenges around reducing how much we put into landfill and keep out of our waterways 
are common topics of conversation. The people whom I represent in Bicton are very aware of how fortunate they 
are to live in a naturally beautiful part of Perth and want to ensure it is protected now and into the future. They 
know how important it is that we reduce the waste we create at home, at work and when we are out and about. 
Likewise, all three local government jurisdictions across the electorate of Bicton—the City of Melville, the City of 
Fremantle and the Town of East Fremantle—recognise the multiple benefits of waste reduction. As member 
councils of the South Metropolitan Regional Council, they have been working collaboratively towards the 
implementation of a three-bin, food organics–garden organics—FOGO—system. The three-bin FOGO system is 
based on three bin-lid colours: general waste bins have a red lid; co-mingled recyclable bins have a yellow lid; and 
food and organic waste bins have a green lid. 
Commencing in October 2017, the new bin system was rolled out to approximately 7 000 households across 
five areas in the City of Melville. One local Bicton family of four told me of their excitement of learning that their 
street would be part of the three-bin trial. Despite their enthusiasm, they were concerned that as pet owners with 
a young baby in the family that the reduced size red-lid bin for general household waste would be far too small for 
their weekly needs. They were worried that nappies and pet waste would fill up the bin and so began the first week 
of the trial with some trepidation. They had not counted on their 10-year-old daughter taking to the experience 
with great enthusiasm, excitedly coming home from school each day to make sure the household’s rubbish had 
been separated correctly into the bins with brightly coloured lids, and encouraging the rest of the household in the 
process. By the end of the trial, the family went from being concerned about how small the red bin was to being 
unable to fill it each fortnight. They found that the kids were motivated and interested in reducing their waste and 
where it ended up, often finishing their dinners and rushing to the bins plate in hand, carefully considering what 
waste should go where. What had once been a mundane daily activity soon became a chance for this family to 
engage and consider their waste output. There was a good amount of family ribbing too, with the kids delighting 
in telling off their dad when he placed his grass clippings in the regular waste bin, and again when he tried to place 
a plastic bag in the green organics bin. This Bicton family learned to embrace the FOGO slogan: “If it didn’t grow, 
or it wasn’t alive, it’s not FOGO”. They have become vocal local advocates for waste reduction. 
There is also strong support from those not in the trial areas, with 74 per cent of all residents who took part in 
a survey across all five SMRC member councils expressing a desire for a third bin for FOGO waste. As one of 
those residents myself, I am happy to acknowledge my personal case of FOGO FOMO—a fear of missing out! 
I am also aware of local business owners who are very keen to experience a commercial trial of the FOGO bins, 
and I am pleased to note that the City of Melville is investigating potential opportunities for commercial properties 
at some stage. I acknowledge the important role that small businesses in Bicton also play in mitigating waste. 
Environmental groups, local government jurisdictions and many individual constituents of Bicton are playing their 
part in waste reduction and acknowledge that this government has made great progress with initiatives like the ban 
on single-use plastic bags and the upcoming container deposit scheme. They now call on the McGowan Labor 
government to do more to tackle WA’s waste problem. They want to know what other steps are being taken to 
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manage and reduce waste, improve landfill diversion and recycling initiatives, progress the three-bin FOGO 
system, and to deliver on community education programs. 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.07 am]: I thank the member for Bicton for her 
question. I would be worried about any family that had a dog they thought could fill one of those red bins! 
I congratulate the member for Bicton for the way she proactively represents her constituents in this area. She is 
right to be proud of the businesses, community organisations, individuals and volunteers who contribute to the 
wellbeing and environment of her electorate. As the member said, waste is a hot topic right now, and for very 
good reasons. There is increased media coverage, such as the War on Waste series on ABC TV, and the decision 
by some countries to restrict imports of recyclable waste. This increased attention has highlighted some of the 
waste challenges and I think the extra attention is a good thing for our community. The McGowan government 
takes the issue of waste seriously and has implemented a significant number of actions to address 
Western Australian waste issues. 
The Minister for Environment established the Waste Taskforce in March this year, which I chair, to provide 
immediate and up-to-date advice on how to improve the state’s waste and recycling performance. The task force 
includes representatives from local and state government, the waste and recycling industry, the not-for-profit sector 
and the community. Task force members have been clear that a statewide approach is ultimately needed to 
communicate best-practice waste and recycling behaviour, particularly for households. Given this, a new state 
government campaign “Own Your Impact” was launched by Stephen Dawson, Minister for Environment, earlier 
this month. The campaign aims to inspire people to assess and improve their own waste behaviours and to give 
them the tools they need to do so. The focal point of the campaign is the Own Your Impact website. It is designed 
to be accessible and appealing. Western Australians can look at real information about waste practices in WA in 
a welcoming and digestible way. The website is intended as a central hub—a location to access information, tools 
and quizzes for people who we know are hungry for accurate information on recycling. It also provides up-to-date 
information on the excellent initiatives already underway in this sector. I encourage all members to promote this 
initiative in their electorates, and encourage people to get started on their individual journeys to reduce their waste 
impacts. This platform also allows groups to access and share information on actions being taken, and to highlight 
their achievements in reducing their impact. 
With regard to the member’s questions about the need to expand the FOGO bin trial—that is FOGO, or food 
organics and garden organics, not GOGO—recently undertaken in her electorate, the McGowan government 
continues to roll out the $20 million Better Bins kerbside collection program, which supports local governments 
to implement better-practice kerbside collection systems. Better Bins encourages the use of a three-bin system, 
which the member explained was general waste, red lid; co-mingled recycling, yellow lid; and green and organic 
waste, green lid. Seventeen local governments have signed up to Better Bins, and there is ongoing interest for more 
to apply for funding. I hope that all local governments adopt this best-practice approach, and the government 
encourages those not already in the program to strongly consider it. 
Some local governments are going further. They are moving to include food waste collection in the green organics 
bin to improve recovery of organic waste. This is commonly referred to as a FOGO service. FOGO services can 
significantly increase recycling rates and can also provide an opportunity to close the loop locally by processing 
organic material into compost. If we are serious about achieving better diversion rates, we will need to work on 
a pathway to assist all councils to move to FOGO. 
Here is the detail around the headline story referred to by the member for Bicton. The Southern Metropolitan 
Regional Council and the City of Melville co-run the FOGO trial. The trial was rolled out to approximately 
7 000 Melville households during 2017–18. It achieved more than 65 per cent landfill diversion, which exceeds 
the current waste strategy’s municipal target for 2020 of 65 per cent. To put this in perspective, I encourage 
members to use the Own Your Impact website to check on the current performance for the metro area; they will 
find that the current diversion rate for Perth metro is 40 per cent, so the results of FOGO are a huge achievement. 
The trial and rollout of FOGO services by 2020 is supported by Better Bins funding. The trial in Melville 
demonstrated that there can also be a saving to a local government of as much as $100 per household. It is a great 
win–win, and I encourage all local governments and engaged communities, such as those in Bicton, to get behind 
it. The trial has been supported by community engagement and the feedback, as reflected by the member for 
Bicton, is very positive for all involved. To date, Better Bins has provided funding towards the City of Melville’s 
three-bin rollout and there will be more funding for the full rollout of FOGO. The McGowan government is keen 
to see more local governments roll out three-bin systems, including FOGO, to help reduce contamination in 
recycling streams and to reduce waste disposed to landfill. 
Local governments play a vital role in communicating with their communities. The government is supporting local 
governments to provide consistent messaging to their communities through a branding and communications toolkit 
known as WasteSorted, which was launched earlier this month. Waste is an important issue that impacts our 
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environment, economy and society. We now have an opportunity to dramatically shift the way we think about 
waste management. This is why the government is currently reviewing the Western Australian waste strategy, to 
ensure there is a clear direction for the next five to 10 years. The new waste strategy will lay out the pathway to 
ensure WA becomes a sustainable, low-waste society. 

Once again, I thank the member for Bicton for her great work in Bicton, and for bringing this important issue to 
the attention of all members of this place. 
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